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Synopsis
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, now over a century old, is one of the world's major sources of instability and has
been labeled impossible to resolve. Attempts to make peace have perpetuated hatred and violence and the
prevailing Two State formula has proven a failure. ‘Peace Makers’ seem to be moving in the wrong direction,
prompting scholars to question whether the Two-State formula is dead and headed towards a One State.
Israelis and Palestinians share similar cultural, historic and biblical roots, but remain distant. Despite their
physically and emotionally estrangement; the two maintain a fascination and mystical attraction to one another.
Their conflict has gone on for so long, the world seems to accept it as permanent. Presidents, prime ministers
and governments who have intervened with solutions, give up; oftentimes leaving the area worse off than when
they found it. Presently, Israelis and Palestinians are interwoven in their violence and animosity for each other.
But peace is possible and is easier to achieve than we think.
Surviving Peace delves deeply into the core issues driving the Israeli Palestinian conflict. It challenges the
conventional wisdom about the underlying reasons for the conflict and offers a solution and encourages new
and fresh thinking for peace. The film features candid interviews with major Israeli and Palestinian leaders along
with government officials and thinkers; some who make startling admissions. Israelis and the Palestinians—both
extremely resourceful and innovative people in every other field of endeavor—suffer from the stagnation of
thinking and lack of innovation when it comes to living in peace. Surviving Peace changes this thinking.
Directed by Josef Avesar, Surviving Peace features riveting interviews with Uri Avneri, Israeli writer and founder
of the Gush Shalom peace movement; Muhammad al-Madani, head of the Palestinian ministry for ‘interaction
with Israeli society,’ Israeli Statesman and scholar Dr. Yossi Beilin, and Palestinian diplomat Saeb Muhammad
Salih Erekat who served as chief of the PLO Steering and Monitoring Committee until 2011 among others.

The love of conflict is most evident when opposing forces join sides to defeat the
peacemaker” – Criss Jami

PREMIERE DATES & SHOWTIMES
MANHATTAN - Oct 6-26 - Cinema Village, 22 E. 12th Street
LOS ANGELES - Oct. 13-19 - Laemmle Royal Theater, 11523 Santa Monica Blvd
PASADENA - Oct. 13-19 - Laemmle Playhouse 7, 673 Colorado Blvd
ENCINO - Oct. 13-19 - Laemmle Town Center 5, 17200 Ventura Blvd
CLAREMONT - Oct. 13-19 - Laemmle Claremont 5, 450 W 2nd St
SANTA ANA - Oct. 13-19 - Regency South Coast Village 3, 1561 Sunflower Ave
SAN FRANCISCO - Presidio Theater -- October 20-26th
SANTA BARBARA - Fiesta Theater -- October 27 - November 2nd
SAN MARCOS, CA - San Marcos Regal Theater - November 3-9th

Running Time: 93 minutes

SURVIVING PEACE
An interview with Director Josef Avesar

Josef Avesar, an Israeli-born attorney who resides in Southern California, is president of the founding committee of the
Israeli Palestinian Confederation. He is the author of the book PEACE, A Case for an Israeli Palestinian Confederation. He
has conducted numerous symposia on the concept of a confederation between Israelis and Palestinians and has hosted
political and civic leaders from around the world in discussions of confederation as a means of resolving the IsraeliPalestinians conflict. Surviving Peace is his first documentary.

What inspired you to make this film?
I visited the area 15 years ago with my wife and four children. A few days after I left Jerusalem, there was a
terrorist attack. As I watched the coverage on TV, I recognized the food court umbrellas as the same location
my family and I ate lunch just two days before. The eeriness I felt made me think about the urgency of solving
this conflict and prompted me to want to be involved in helping it be solved.
Was it dangerous for you and your crew to be in that region?
It is hard to tell. As you travel through check points where they have soldiers with guns, you are constantly
warned about certain locations. I relied on local people to advise me as they were more aware of what was
dangerous and what was not. But they seemed confused and concerned most of the time. The reality is that the
area is very fluid and fast moving and you just hope for the best.

What precautions did you take to ensure your safety during the filming?
The locals I worked with helped. However, the main thing to learn is who to trust and then to rely on your own
heightened survival instincts while you are there.
Did you shoot the film in one trip?
We traveled to the region twice. After the first trip we realized we needed to address more issues to round out
the story, which meant more interviews so we returned. We ended up with many more interviews and footage
which made it even harder to decide what would make the final cut.
How did you gain access to those you interviewed? Were any requests denied?
I have been working on this issue for quite some time and developed personal relationships with both
Palestinians and Israelis who introduced me to the people I interviewed. I had one cancelation, Hanan Ashrawi
a Palestinian legislator, and was never given an official reason. I also had a cancelation from Yossi Sarid, a former
Israeli education minister who has since died. He would have been an excellent interview as he was extremely
articulate and honest.

What were some challenges you faced while filming?
There were many physical challenges such as crossing the wall and going back and forth through check points
between Israel and the West Bank. Everyone is so suspicious of each other and carrying cameras and other
equipment made it even harder. There are no set of rules. It is a constant argument with Israeli soldiers and
Palestinian police to convince them that you are legitimate. At one point we were sitting in a car waiting at a

check point to re-enter Israel. A kid came to our window and asked for money. One of the people in the car gave
him money. This was a big mistake. We ended up with kids literally covering the car from all directions rocking
it and almost tipping us over.
Were you ever confronted in a dangerous way or threatened?
We had a scary situation, which is shown in the film. A group of Palestinians objected to our filming, and showed
up at the hotel where we were shooting and harassed and intimidated us. They scared the hotel owner into
forcing us to stop filming and leave.

What is the real reason for the conflict?
Jews and Palestinians are afraid of peace. They are afraid it will change their identities. Both feel threatened,
intimidated and do not trust each other. Palestinians claim the Israelis want to take their land and eventually
kick them out. The Israelis claim the Palestinians support terrorism and are a threat to their democracy.
What do you suggest as a plan for peace?
There is a minority of rational Palestinians and Israelis who understand that their government is incapable of
making peace. I have devised a solution: to create a third independent separate and secular government for the
people of Israel and Palestine together. The way to do it is to have enough Israelis and Palestinians participate
in a common election. Even if we could get 5% of Israelis and Palestinians, who I call the rational minority, that
would be enough to form a legitimate government. It will not be a threat to either the Israeli or the Palestinians
government because the IPC constitution has a lot of safeguards to protect the critical interests of both. It will
be a government elected by the people.
The main benefit to a Confederation government is that it creates a large tent for inclusion of both people. Right
now the Israeli democracy does not extend to the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza. The Palestinian
government does not extend to the Israeli people. We need a large democratic government to cover everyone

regardless of religion or national identity. Once we are able to achieve this government we will make huge
strides towards peace; because the confederation will be responsible for peace in the entire area.
What is the Israeli Palestinian Confederation (IPC)?
The IPC is a grass roots movement by Israelis and Palestinians to create a third, independent government which
recognizes and works with both governments for the sole purpose of facilitating and maintaining peace.
According to the Israeli Palestinian Confederation Constitution, the separate government of Israel and Palestine
will be given a veto power over any legislation passed by the IPC. Since the IPC will have a larger perspective on
the area it will be able to pass much legislation that neither the Israeli nor the Palestinians government is able
to do. For example the IPC could pass legislation which will require both sides to teach tolerance towards each
other at school. We had a mock Israeli Palestinian Confederation government with many Israeli and Palestinian
mock parliament members present: presidents, prime minister and Hamas representatives. This included
people from Israel, the West Bank and Gaza. We were able to pass 29 articles of legislations with the approval
of the mock Israeli Prime Minister, Palestinian President and Hamas leader. It can be done.

Why does the current government need the Confederation?
The Israeli and Palestinian governments have been unable to obtain peace on their own. They need a common
facilitator who is able to propose and implement policies which they are unable to implement for political
reasons.
What are the advantages of the IPC?
Since the IPC is made up of Palestinians and Israelis who represents the entire area, they would have a broader
perspective than the separate Israeli and Palestinian governments. The IPC expands democracy to include both;
which would enhance the rule of law and encourage equal treatment of people regardless of their national or
religious affiliation. It is a mutual government; secular and nonpolitical. As such it can create policies that will
benefit both people.

Muslims and Jews have a long history of strife. How is peace possible?
Muslims and Jews have no problem living in a peaceful democracy. Democracy is the formula to bring people
together regardless of religion. Most of the people in Israel are of Arab ancestry. In Israel proper Arabs and
Jews live together in democratic peace. The answer is a democratic system not cultural similarities.
Are there any similar governments around the world?
The notion of Democracy, Confederation and Federation are not new ideas. They exist around the world with
different formulas depending on the situation. The Israelis and Palestinians are not the only people who don’t
get along; but, there are other practical considerations. Peace and survival eventually lead reasonable people
to learn to get along.

Why would the IPC succeed when an Israeli and Palestinian government could not?
The Israeli and the Palestinian governments offer democracy to only half the population. The IPC is a much
bigger equal democracy that includes everyone regardless of national origin or religious affiliation
How could the two sides build trust enough to exist harmoniously in the same government?
The IPC’s constitution has many safety valves to make sure that neither side can run rough shots over the other.
It gives both the Israeli and the Palestinian governments veto power over any legislation it passes. The
Constitution makes sure that all legislations and decisions are mutually acceptable and fair.
Has anyone in a position of power to create this change seen this film?
The current president of Israel, Reuven Rivlin is a strong supporter as is former foreign minister of Israel Shlomo
Ben Ami. Former President Bill Clinton reached out to us with a congratulatory letter on our efforts and Michael
Dukakis is also a strong supporter. The movie has a huge surprise on this issue but I do not want to spoil it!

What do you hope audiences take away from seeing Surviving Peace?
I am hoping the movie will stimulate honest discussion about two things: that the Israeli and Palestinian
governments are incapable of attaining peace on their own and that an IPC is a fairly easily attained solution for
peace. Israelis and Palestinians are both smart and creative people who have not been able to come up with a
formula for peace because; they suffer from stagnate thinking and need a third party to help them get past it.
What has changed from the time filming began to present day?
The reality on the grounds got worse. The Israeli and the Palestinians governments are not talking to each other.
More and more people are realizing that the Two State Solution cannot be the exclusive formula for peace.
More people are open to the idea of a Confederation and understand that the level of nationalism and isolation
needs to be reduced.

What are your hopes for Surviving Peace?
With enough publicity around this movie, we will get a good number of Palestinians and Israelis to participate
in this election.
I will premiere the film in the U.S because there are many concepts introduced in the film are more readily
accepted in most Western Democracies. The first is the concept of a Confederation; a common government for
different states. The second is the concept of a secular government or separation between Church and State.
The third is local representation of our government representatives such as our Congressmen or women and
senators. None one of these issues are practiced in Israel or Palestine. They are essential for the understanding
of the concept of an Israeli Palestinian Confederation. I am hoping that the people in the US will come out of
the movie and understand the concept of a Confederation better because we practice it every day and it is the
pillar of our democracy. My hope is that the American audience will understand the need for the IPC and support
it.

CHARLES FREDERICKS (Editor / Music Supervisor) adds Surviving Peace to his body of work
which includes a number of projects for film and television. In addition to Surviving Peace,
Fredericks’ work in sound includes the short film The Syndicate; and the feature film Power
of Love. His television work includes Mrs. Washington Goes to Smith and Safe Harbor. His
journey to Jordan and Syria in 2008 to record the stories of Iraqi refugees convinced him
that ongoing drought in the region would soon lead to increased political strife, and that the resolution of the
‘Palestinian question’ was key to resolving tensions in the region. This passion for activism led him to Josef
Avesar’s project.
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one day soon bring Peace to Israel and Palestine
In August 2015 Israeli President Reuven Rivlin endorsed confederation as a means of settling the perennial Middle East
conflict explaining there was no chance of peace between Israel and its neighbors without open borders

“Build Bridges, not walls” – Suzy Kassem

© 2017 Josef Avesar

